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irti-Co-dntor.i  .j.rooac.'.t 


Tho  Oovornaonts  of  Japan  and  Oer:ja’.ty  havine  decided  on  the  funda- 
jental  policy  of  cx'oatine  a  co;.:  on  front  accinst  Cour.«ni8U,  detailed 
noGotiations  './ere  coa„onccd  during  tho  latter  part  of  July  1536,  ut 
.ierlin  bot\/oon  tho  Japunose  .ii'-bassador  to  i^or.iaiiy  and  tho  Gor.uau 
authorities*  The  negotiatioixs  rosultof’.  in  ax:  ugroouont  .vhich  x;a8  signed 
provlsionedly  on  October  23#  .^tor  the  apirovnl  of  tho  Japaixtso  Privy 
Council  hi-d  boon  secured,  tho  unti-Corjintorxi  pact  was  foiMially  sigixod 
on  I'lovo'.xbor  25  betv.'oon  Viscou-.xt  Kintono  l.iU8hakoji,  the  Japanese 
jiUbassador  ixi  Berlin,  and  Colonel  von  Ribbontrop,  tho  Geriian  roprosen-  ■ 
tativo*  Tho  pact  v.’o:xt  ixxto  effect  simultaneously  with  tho  signlixg* 

Tlxo  conclusion  of  this  agroci.iont  vrtLth  Germany  attracted  &  great 
deal  of  public  attentioxx  all  over  tho  v/ox’ld  as  tho  most  important 
diplo:jatic  step  taken  by  Japan  since  hex-  withdra'wal  from  tho  League  of 
Uatloixo  in  1933*  Oxx  Hovouber  25,  1936,  tho  Jupaxxesc  foreign  Office 
issued  a  statenont  amxounclng  tho  signing  of  tho  agroonont  and  cocplainitxg 
its  significance  as  follows: 


I*  Ever  since  its  08tabli8h:jont  tho  Covxunist  Intcxmatioxxal, 
or  tho  so-called  Co  dntorn,  v/ith  its  headquaxrtox^  at  toscov/>  has  boon 
engaged  in  all  sorts  of  activities,  groatly  menacing  tho  poace  of  tlxo 
world,  for  tho  purpose  of  dostroylxxg  tho  natioxxol  and  social  stinxcturos 
in  every  couxitry'in  pursuance  of  tho  i'undauexxtal  policy  of  v/orld 
roTolution*  ..t  its  Seventh  Congress,  hold  in- tho  siiu.  :or  of  lust  ''oar. 
tho  Comintern  decided  on  a  policy  of  ot*buxxizing  a  uixited  fi*oxxt  wlth-tfie 
Socotxd  Intoraatlonol,  to  oppose  Faocismi  oixd  iaporiallsu  atxd  at  tho  8a:xo 
tlmie  nado  it  plain  that  the  future  objectives  of  CociLnt.em  aotlvltios 
uero  to  bo  Japan,  Gor-umy  and  Poland*  It  furtlxer  rosolvod  to  support 
the  Chinoso  coixixnist  or-los  in  oxlor  to  fight  Japan*  'ilxo  actual 
oporatioxxs  subsoquoxxtly  curried  on  by  the  Comintoini  havo  become  extrouo- 
ly  ingenious,  rondoring  thou  all  tho  mioro  dangerous* 

iiS  to  tho  oKtoxxt  to  vhich  tho  Couixxtox'n  iixteilors  v/ith  the  intorixol 
affairs  of  oil  countilos  luxd  oKorts  a  baneful  influonco  on  the  v/ell- 
being  of  ixations  and  tho  peace  of  tho  world,  it  is  only  noc cssary  to 
recall  the  disturboixcoo  in  Spain  to  realize  its  magnitude*  .vt  least 
those  countries  that  lodged  protests  with  tho  Govoitxuoixt  of  tho  Soviet 
Union  at  tho  ti’.io  of  tho  Comlixtorn  congress  cex-taixxly  havo  full  cogni¬ 
zance  of  the  harvifulxxcss  of  Coulntoni  :>.ctivltio8* 
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2*  T!io  Corxaiiiict  inversion  has  hithoi’to  boon  ..;orc  tiarko!  in  tho 
Orient,  ospociully  in  Chiuu,  than  oloa.:horo,  Out’ar  Mongolia  .aiu  Sinkiaiif 
have  ciroaly  sufforovl  fro::  its  calar.iitoua  effects,  iJid  China  pron®^ 
is  non  boiiv:;  subjected  to  tho  doprod^tions  of  the  Co:i;..unist  arcLes* 

.kS  a  liittor  of  fact,  tho  activities  of  tho  Co'.dntorn  in  China  have 
incroasoJ  notably  in  vigor  since  its  Seventh  Congress. 

In  ilaiichoukuo  also  tho  Co;.;intern  througli  the  Manchurian  district 
coixittoc  of  tho  Chinoso  Co.x.unist  Party  has  boon  suhroptitiously 
endeavoring  to  ;organifo  colls,  to  ’./in  over  and  instigate  baivdits  and  to 
direct  tho  raids  by  partisan  troops  all  ovor  tho  comitry. 

In  Japan,  tho  oxtrouo  leftist  :»vo::ont  ter.:porarily  shouod  signs 
of  doclino  after  tho  tianchurian  incident,  but  since  tho  Seventh  Congress 
of  tho  Co’.jintoxna  it  has  again  bccouo  energetic.  It  has  crept  into  tho 
cha:uiol8  of  la'-/ful  agitation  in  confor.dty  './ith  tho  rosolutian  of  that 
cougross  and  has  launched  a  unified  front  :.x)Veuont  that  it  intondod  to 
bo  tho  basis  for  revival  of  tho  Co’.a.xinist  •..xjvoaont* 

3.  Hio  Japanoso  Govornraont,  \/hich,  in  order  to  safeguard  Japan's 
iu.  utablo  national  policy  and  insure  national  security  and  to  .uaintain 
everlasting  poaco  in  East  .^ia,  has  pursued  a  cloarcut  and  consistent  •. 
policy  to’./ard  tho  Co:.iintorn,  finds  it  necessary  to  take  ;»ro  rigorous 
ueasuros  of  solf-dofonso  against  tho  increased  uonaoo  sot  forth  above. 

Tho  organisation  and  activities  of  tho  Co...intorn  being  of  an 
intoniational  character,  any  progra:..  of  counter-action  should  necessarily 
bo  based  on  international  cooperation.  Gon.iany,  ovor  since  the  establish* 
uont  of  tho  present  rogi.io  in  1933,  has  put  into  eococution  drastic  anti- 
Cou-unist  policies*  Last  yoar  at  the  Seventh  Congress  of  tho  CoiJ.ntorn, 
Goroony  and  Japai:  wore  selected  as  tho  special  objectives  of  Co;J.ntom 
operations*  Tlius  Japan  and  Ger..iany  aro  placed  in  siuilar  circuratancos 
vis-avis  the  Couintorn*  Consequently  tho  Japanese  Govomuent,  as  tho 
first  stop  in  its  defensive  undertaking,  conducted  negotiations  './ith 
Gor.-any  and  concluded  an  agree: lent  on  Novoubor  25,  to  uako  effect 
’l;x;odiatoly* 

4.  11110  ogroe-iont,  the  funclai-iontal  object  of  which  is  couiion 
defense  against  tho  dostmctlvo  operations  of  the  Cb:dLntom,  contains 
provisions  for  tho  occchcaigo  of  infonoition  regarding.  Co’-dntern  activitie.. , 
for  consultation  and  execution  of  joint  invitations  to  third  Powers. 

Hiero  is,  besides,  a  supplonontary  protocol  stipulating  in  concrete 

teri-’-s  the  •.:3an;ior  in  '.ihlch  the  agroenont  is  to  bo  oxocutod. 

: 

.  5*  Hio  Japanese  Govorn::ent  is  desirous  of  cooperating  ;/lth  as 
uany  Powers  as  possible  for  tlie  purpose  of  perfecting  its  defensive 
ueasuros  against  the  Co..iintom  :.ienaoe,  but  for  that  purpose  alone* 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  connection  with,  or  behind,  this 
Qgroeiuont  there  eJeists  no  other  ogroov.'.ent  whatsoever,  that  the  Japanese 
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Govom.iont  has  no  intontion  to  fori,  or  join  in,  any  special  internat¬ 
ional  bloc  for  any  other  purpose  and  finally  that  the  present  acroo-iont 
is  not  director  against  the  Soviet  Union  or  any  other  specific  country. 

Cultural  Coorcr-.tjjn 

On  Kovo;..b3T  25,  1938,  the  t'./o  countries  ontoroJ  into  an  aerooMont  ' 
for  furthorinc  thjir  traditional  cultur  l  relations. 


RBL  .TIOi:?  -TTi:  i 


•staa’inf; 


Tlio  frioijiy  roJationr  oot-./con  Japan  and  Italy  uoro  greatly  iviprovocl 
by  the  avo;/oJ  intention  of  the  Italian  Govomaont  to  create  a-  consulato- 
goncral  in  liancnrulaio  and  the  v’oeision  of  the  Japanese  Govomijont  to 
close  its  legation  in  irthlopla  follox/ing  the  annexation  of  that  territory 
by  Italy.  Taking  advantage  of  the  situation,  negotiations  Joro  opened 
betv/oon  the  t\/o  Govern.  :onts,  concorno.'l  dui*ing  the  early  part  of  Novoubor 
1936,  follov/ing  the  conelusion  of  the  Oor-’cn-Japanoso  anti-Co..iintorn 
pact,  for  the- conclusion  of  an  Italo- Japanese  agrocnent. 

■nio  negotiations  './ore  aiaa!  at  the  virtual  recognition  of  uanchoukuo 
by  the  Italian  Govora.:ont,  the  creation  of  a  Japanese  consulate  in 
Ethiopia  and  the  rjaintonancoand  proi^otiion  of  the  ocohor^ic  intorost  of 
Japan  in  that  territory.  .jinounceMonts  More  issued  on  Docoubor  28,  1936, 
both  in  Tokyo  and  Roue,  concerning  the  Italo- Japanese  agroa.iont  \/hieh 
took  the  fora  of  an  understanding. 

itnti-Coi.iintem  ;tr.roo.  lont 


Italy  entered  the  .igreeaont  on  Novouber  6,  1937.  The  account  is 
given  in  the  ''Tripartite  Agreeaont  against  the  Cor.dntorn  .vctivity," 
contained  in  this  Chapter. 

Cultural  Cooperation 

The  relation  of  Japan  and  It  aly  was  further  strengthened  \rf.th  the 
conclusion  of  an  agreeuont  on  cultural  cooperation  on  Llarch  23,  1939. 

Italy  Helping  Japan 

Fror:  the  beginning  of  the  China  .iff air  in  1937,  Italy,  understanding 
Japan’s  true  raotivos,  had  collaborated  '.dth  Japan  along  all  linos. 

.it  the  Brussels  CoJiferonco  of  the  Signatory  Pov/ers  to  the  Nino  Power 
Treaty,  the  Italian  Oovomi.!ont  supported  Japan  Liost  consistently  and 
energetically.  .*  supplouontary  agreoi.iont  to  the  Italo-Japanose  Treaty 
of  Co:uJorce  relating  to  the  Italian  colonies  was  signed  in  1937. 


^IT/ITY 


The  Oon.un- Japanese  .'.groouent  against  the  Couunist  International 
which  had  boon  concluded  on  Novouber  25,  1936,  was  reinforced  by  the 
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•  participation  thoroin  of  Italy*  The  tripartite  protocol  ./as  raCo  public 
on  NoToabor  6y  1937*  './hon  tho  Siuo-Japanoeo  conflict  uas  in  full  8'./ing* 
and  tho  Nine-Powor  Conforonco  \ic.e  in  session  at  Brussels*  ./ith  tho 
sicnine  of  tho  tripartite  protocol  tho  solid  front  that  had  beon  built 
against  tho  Ccid.ntorn  activities  both  in  HXiropo  and  .^sia  \o®'^^rthor 
stroncthonol,  ;ia!:inc  tho  co;j:xniiot  bulwarks  uwrally  and  natorially  v/oakor* 
Soao  inJiroct  aosu''.w3  of  tho  tripartite  aerooaont  wore  tho  Japoneso 
reoocnition  of  tho  Franco  Govorn;.;ont  in  Spain  on  Doceuber  1*  1937,  ritual 
rocoenition  bot./oon  tho  tia'icho'-ikuo  Govornaont  and  tho  Franco  Govenuiont 

on  Docouber  2,  a’v‘.  tho  •..i‘t!idra/''l  of  Italy  frou  the  League  of  Nations  on 
Docsubor  ll.  '•li.-voby  Itjl/  o.airsdudf  nr;  tho  dispute  v/ith  the  League  regard¬ 
ing  hor  c3a.'.'..  o*.  .lyof.ini.a. 

Tho  gist  cf  xhe  stato:.;ont  of  tho  Japanese  Foreign  Office  ooncoming 
the  conclusion  of  tho  Tripartite  protocol  publishei'  on  Novouber  6,  1937, 

•  and  the  English  translation  of- tho  aain* clauses  of  tho  protocol  aro 
given  belov/t  (For  the  ox*iginal  text  df  the  protocol  see  Appendix,  the 
Japan  Year  Book,- 1939-40) 

.*t  lliOO  a*ii*  (7t00  p*u*  Tokyo  tiue)  today,  Noveuber  6,  tho  Protocol 
oonceming  the  participation 'of  Italy -in  the  Japanoso-Gerrxm  .^^reeuent 
against  the  Couaunist  International  has  been  signed  in  Rone  between  the 
delegates  of  Japan,  Geruon  and  Italy,  and. lias  ioijediately. co'ae  into  effect* 

/article  2  of  the  .>greeuent  against  the- Cour.unist' Intex*natlonal,  which 
vras  concluded  in  Berlin  between  Japan  end  Oerctany  on  the  25th  Noveaber 
1st  year,  provides  that  tho  two  countries  .should.  Jointly,  inyite^partici-  ‘ 
pation  of  third  Pov;ers  in  the  ugroeaont*  It  is  in  accordance  with  this 
provision  that  the  participation  of  Italy  has -boen  brought  about j  the 
country  being  as  firjly  deteroinoJ  as  Japan  and  Goruany  to  oppose  the 
Jestructivo  operations  of  the  Coujunist  Intornational* 

Protocol  between -.Japan*  .  Gerngny  and  Italy* 

•  The  lijperiol  Govomi-ient  of  Japan,  the  Govemuent  of  Italy  and  the 
Governuont  of  Gonaany,  in  consideration  of  tho  fact  thatthe  Con-imist 
International  is  cons-tantly  endangering  the  peace,  and  ordor.  of  the 
civilized  world  in  the  Oriont  and  the  Occident,  v;ero  convinced  that  only 
•a  close  collaboration  b'etv/oon  -all  the  Pov/ers  intorestod  in  the  naintenance 
of  peace  and  orlor  can  cheak  and  elii.ilnate  that  demger*  •  Italy,  which 
since  the  establishuent  of  the  Fascist  regiuo  has  coubated  -that  danger 
with  inflexible  determination,  has  decided  to  range ‘herdelf  against  that 
cooraon  eneqy.and  agreed  as  follows  i 

.  .•  .d^TICJ^  I.  - 

Italy  participates  in  tho  .igreouont  against  tho  Corrunist  Inton* 
national  and  subscribes  to  the  Supplenentary  Protocol  -oonoludod  on 
Novenber  25,  1936,  betv/een  Japan  and  Gen-iany,  teocts  of  which  aro  attached 
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to  the  present  Protocol. 


■tRTICLE  2 


Hie  three  Pov/ers  sicnatory  to  the  present  protocol  aereo  that 
Italy  is  to  bo  consiJere.l  ns  an  original  sicnatory  of  tho  acroeiient 
anl  the  suppleuontary  protocol  uontiono.’.  in  the  preco.’.inc  .i.rticlb, 
tho  sicJiature  of  the  present  protocol  beinc  equivalent  to  sicnaturo 
of  tho  oricinal  texts  of  the  acreo:.ient  ani  the  suppleuontary  protocol. 

.JITICL^  3 

Hie  present  protocol  shtxll  fora  an  intef.ral  part  of  tho  agreouent 
and  the  supplenentary  protocol  uontiono'.  above. 

gj^CHOUKUO  .MD  HUMa;AY*3 

On  February  24,  1939,  llinchoukuo  and  Hungary  signed  at  Hsinking 
and  Budapest  respectively  tho  Protocols  for  their  participation  in  tho 
^.greeuent  for  Saf o-guaiv’.ing  against  tlie  Co;;i:.unist  International  v/ith 
Japan,  Oeruony  and  Italy. 

lianchoukuo  had  been  endeavoring  in  cooperation  v/ith  Japan  to 
eradicate  Con:.iunis;u.  Her  international  position  had  boon  greatly 
strengthened  through  forial  recognition  extende'd  by  Hungary,  following 
a  sinilar  stop  taken  by  Salvador,  Geriany,  Italy  and  Spain,  and  no\/ 
v/ith  her  participation  in  the  ^igroeuent  it  was  furtlior  strengthened 
so  that  she  my  act  with  a  greater  conviction  in  her  own  pov/er  es  rai 
iuportant  factor  in  the  for:.iation  of  the  ner./  Kast  ..siatic  Order. 

.’i  faction  of  ciuxxniist  radicals  under  Bela  Kuhn  usurpe.’.  the  pov/or 
of  the  Hungarian  Govemuont  in  1919,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  con¬ 
fusion  resulting  frou  the  './orld  Jar,  and  attoupted  to  fom  a  socialistic 
league  of  nations  by  entering  into  a  uilitary  alliance  with  tho  Soviet 
‘  Union.  But  Hungazy'  succeeded  in  suppressing  the  coixjunistic  revolution 
and  has  since  continued  to  exert  her  utmost  effort  to  coubat  the 
Covdntem.  *./hen  Hungary  doolarod  that  she  would  join  tho  *igreerjont, 
the  Soviet  Union  recalled  her  llinister  at  Budapest,  deuiandiivg  at  tho 
saue  tiae  the  closure  of  the  Hungarian  legation  at  tioscov/,  in  an  attenpt 
to  check  Hungary.  Hungaiy,  nevertheless  joinged  the  ^greorient  fully 
deaonstrating  her  strong  deterdnation. 

S::ai::*8  Entranco 

Spain,  reborn  under  the  leadership  of  Gonorol  FrancOf  fori-iolly 
participated  in  the  .inti-Conintorn  Agreoaent  on  March  27.  Hie  Couinteni, 
which  failed  utterly  in  its  efforts  to  bolshevize  Germny  and  Jtaly  in 
previous  years,  laid  the  front  lino  in  Spain  for  tho  bolshevirtion  of 
all  Europe,  .^s  a  result,  Spain  v/as  divided  into  tv/o  opposing  lactions. 


-  5  - 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/35a436/ 


Dof.  Doc.  .;^1626 


1 


and  tho  faction  led  by  Gonorol  Franco,  8ur.Jountin£;  xxuaberous  difficult! 
finally  occupied  Barcelona  oarly  in  1939  und  euccoodod  in  pacifyinc  tho 
Catalonian  soctor.  'Oao  Cor.rnniet  roci'-.'-o  i;j.'.odiatoly  collapsed,  and 
idadrid  finally  capitulated  onMdarch  28,  Tlio  Spanish  civil  war  ’./liich 
bojjon  two  and  a  half  years  aco  '’/as  thus  broucht  to  a  close,  culuinat- 
ine  in  a  decisive  victory  for  Oonoral  Franco,  The  Powers  in  tho  .»nti- 
CoudLntern  Front  havo  oarly  extended  recognition  to  General  Franco's 
Qovernuent  and  have  boon  civini’  full  support  to  that  Governvjont 's 
\/ork  of  subduing  Cooijunls.i, 
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